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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
VOLUNTEER MEDIATORS IN FAMILY LAW CASES TO BE HONORED BY COURT OF 
APPEALS 
 
BLOOMFIELD HILLS, MI, December 16, 2003 – Forty-six attorneys from Genesee, Lapeer, Livingston, 
Macomb, Midland, Oakland, St. Clair, Washtenaw and Wayne counties, and one from Florida, will be 
honored tonight by the Michigan Court of Appeals for the attorneys’ role in settling family law cases 
pending before that court. 
 
 During a reception at the Bloomfield Hills offices of the law firm of Butzel Long, Court of 
Appeals Chief Judge William Whitbeck and other Court of Appeals judges will present each attorney 
with a certificate expressing the court’s appreciation. The attorneys are members of the State Bar of 
Michigan’s Family Law Section who serve as volunteer mediators, helping parties settle family law 
disputes. 
 
 “We could not offer this service without the good offices of these volunteers,” Whitbeck said. 
“Thanks to them, one in three cases in this program settle, with savings of time, money, and emotional 
wear and tear for the parties.” 
 
 The Court of Appeals identifies family law cases shortly after they are filed with the court. A 
panel of three to four volunteer attorneys read each case to see if the case is a good candidate for the 
mediation program. Another attorney then serves as mediator. 
 

David Baumhart, the Court of Appeals’ Settlement Director, emphasized that mediation does not 
delay the case’s progress through the Court of Appeals and that a case will stay on track if mediation does 
not work.  

 
Judge Michael J. Talbot, Chair of the Court of Appeals Settlement Committee, said, “Our goal is 

to have 95 percent of our cases disposed of within 18 months. Accordingly, in the settlement program, we 
do not suspend filing or other deadlines.” 

 
Talbot said the mediation program does not currently extend to cases involving divorces with 

children, but that the Court of Appeals will begin including such cases in a pilot program early next year.  
 

The attorneys who will be honored include: 
Veronique M. Liem (Ann Arbor) 
Diana Raimi (Ann Arbor) 
Monika U. Holzer Sacks (Ann Arbor) 
Harvey I. Hauer (Bingham Farms) 
Barry L. Howard (Bingham Farms) 
Sheldon G. Larky (Bingham Farms) 
Mark A. Bank (Birmingham) 
James P. Cunningham (Birmingham)  
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John F. Schaefer (Birmingham) 
Denise R. Alexander (Bloomfield Hills) 
Evanne L. Dietz (Bloomfield Hills) 
Edward D. Gold (Bloomfield Hills) 
Ronald Graham (Bloomfield Hills)  
Albert L. Holtz (Bloomfield Hills) 
David W. Potts (Bloomfield Hills) 
Evelyn L. Redmond (Bloomfield Hills) 
Carol A. Barringer (Brighton) 
Robert K. McKenzie (Brighton) 
Richard M. Trost (Brighton) 
Felice V. Iafrate (Clinton Township) 
Max D. McCullough (Clinton Township) 
Zenell B. Brown (Detroit) 
Margaret M. Tobin (Detroit) 
John R. Urso (Detroit)  
Susan E. Paletz (Farmington) 
Nina Dodge Abrams (Farmington Hills) 
Joseph E. Baessler (Flint) 
Scott G. Bassett (Bradenton, Florida)  
Katherine L. Barnhart (Grosse Pointe)  
Ann M. Tobin-Levigne (Grosse Pointe Woods) 
Peter L. Conway (Lapeer) 
Joseph R. Novosel (Marysville) 
Charlotte L. Allen (Midland) 
Carl E. Chioini (Mount Clemens) 
Daniel T. Stepek (Mount Clemens) 
Marc Sherbow (Pontiac) 
Sharon Parrish (Port Huron) 
Keith D. Zick (Port Huron) 
Elizabeth McKenna (Plymouth) 
James P. Ryan (Plymouth) 
William M. Brukoff (Southfield) 
Laura E. Eisenberg (Southfield) 
Amy M. Spillman (Southfield) 
Jessica R. Woll (Southfield) 
Sandor M. Gelman (Troy) 
Kathleen G. Galen (Warren) 
Paul A. Longton (Wyandotte)   
 
 The reception will take place from 5:30 – 7:00 p.m. For directions or other information about the 
reception, contact Edward D. Gold at (248) 256-1616. 
 

-- MiCOA -- 


